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PURPOSE OF THE CLASS

• The goal of this class is to help OLLI 
members understand the use of online  
tools to help them make better investment 
decisions

• Morningstar has some free tools and data 
that make it easier for investors to compare 
investments



SPECIFIC FOCUS – THE PORTFOLIO TOOL 

• We will focus on it because:

• It helps you review your existing portfolio

• It helps you assess the value of new positions

• Also, because

• Morningstar is a familiar platform for many of us

• It’s free

Henceforth, Morningstar may be written as M*



WHAT YOU CAN DO WITH THIS TOOL
FLEXIBILITY

• Each portfolio can hold up to 100 ticker symbols* of Stocks, ETFs, 
Mutual Funds 

• You can bring many data fields together for each ticker on one “view”

• You can customize the data you see on the page from over 120 pieces 
of information (although some require a paid subscription)

• They have standard views (not customizable)

• They have 4 views that you can customize with respect to 

• Data selected (up to 35 fields), column order, name of view

• You can sort by any column (that’s a data field like YTD Total Return)

* I may  in the course of this presentation, refer to the contents of the portfolios
as tickers, ticker symbols, equities, or positions. It’s all the same.



WHAT YOU CAN DO WITH THIS TOOL
BREADTH OF COVERAGE

• You can have many portfolios

• I have 48

• I really need to delete ones I am not using

• Portfolios can represent:

• Current Holdings

• What-if scenarios

• Evaluation of an idea (sector, industry, factor)

• Benchmark/reference portfolios

• Comparison of current holdings to “benchmarks”



WHAT YOU CAN DO WITH THIS TOOL
WORK WITH OTHER TOOLS

• Look at it online

• Export the data to excel

• I do this all the time

• For better filtering and comparisons

• Merging with data from other sources

• Narrowing focus for thinking and printing 

• Import a portfolio from Excel (actual from a .csv file)

• Get news (i.e., emails) about the tickers in the portfolio

• Save it, so you have it whenever you log in

Neat Huh?



WHAT YOU CAN DO WITH THIS TOOL
FLEXIBILITY OF OUTPUTS

• There are two flavors*, with different goals:
• Portfolios 

• Positions you have with buys, sells, prices, quantities

• Let’s you report on your personal returns in addition to 
the general metrics

• Watchlists
• Equities you are thinking about 

• You can only get the general metrics

• This, however, is usually good enough

*Even though there are two flavors we will call the tool the Portfolio Tool. 
When I use the term portfolio it will be the umbrella covering both flavors



WHAT YOU CAN’T DO WITH THIS TOOL
MOST OF THESE THINGS YOU CAN GET FROM YOUR BROKER

• It’s not a screener

• You have to find the investments and populate the portfolios

• It can hold Bond Funds but not individual bonds

• The views don’t change if you are looking at stocks rather than funds

• It’s not an X-Ray tool. It  doesn’t give you insights to the inside of funds 

• e.g., % Mid-cap,  %Tech or overlaps between funds

• It does not integrate with your brokerage account

• If you want to keep your portfolio up to date, you have to do it manually

• That could mean adding all your buys and sells and re-investments if you want to see 
your personal performance

• I don’t use this feature. I use my brokerage account for status and performance

Not so neat, hmm?



WHAT ARE WE TALKING ABOUT
EXAMPLE: MY “SECTOR” PORTFOLIO, STANDARD SNAPSHOT



HOW DO YOU GET TO IT?
RIGHT ON TOP OF THE SCREEN AFTER YOU SIGN IN

Sign in?



HOW DO YOU GET TO IT?
DON’T BE CONFUSED BY THE WORD PORTFOLIO



HOW DO YOU GET TO IT?
DON’T BE CONFUSED BY THE WORD PORTFOLIO

No

Yes!



EXCEPT SOMETIMES THEY MOVE THINGS
THIS MORNING THEY GOT RID OF THE TOP MENU



EXCEPT SOMETIMES THEY MOVE THINGS
NOW IT’S IN THE PULL-DOWN MENU



WHICH MORNINGSTAR HAS IT?
THERE ARE SEVERAL MORNINGSTAR SITES AND FLAVORS

Tool Morningstar
free, no sign-in

Morningstar
free Basic 

Membership

Morningstar
paid Premium
Membership

Morningstar
free via Fairfax
library account

Portfolio 
tool

No Yes
But, Premium 

data is not 
accessible

Yes
Premium data 

included

Very limited 
portfolio tool

e.g., Cannot save 
between sessions

X-ray tool No No Yes Yes (on the 
limited portfolio)
Also, multipage 
Analysis reports

Screener No Basic Screener
- really poor

Premium 
Screener

(Unknown)

Slightly Better 
than Basic 
Screener



IT’S NICE TO HAVE A FREE VERSION AT 
THE LIBRARY – OOPS! 

Error message from Sunday, June 13 at 11:45



WHAT TOOLS DO I USE?
I AM MOSTLY A FUND INVESTOR WITH ONLY A FEW INDIVIDUAL STOCKS

• Morningstar

• Portfolio tool with free basic account for data consolidation, 
comparisons and What-if/Thinking-about scenarios

• Library version for detailed fund write-ups

• My brokerage account tools (Fidelity)

• Screeners (better quality screener and why get funds from M* 
that I can’t invest in at my broker)

• Portfolio Analysis (X-Ray equivalent)

• Personal Portfolio Performance

• Analysis reports from various services (Zachs, CFRA, etc.)



WHAT OTHER TOOLS DO I USE?
I AM MOSTLY A FUND INVESTOR WITH ONLY A FEW INDIVIDUAL STOCKS

• ETFDB.COM, ETF.COM

• get lists of ETFs

• FinViz (https://finviz.com/) - Just starting, thanks to Bob 
Baker’s recommendation

• Screener

• Portfolio Visualizer (https://www.portfoliovisualizer.com/)

• Back-testing ideas

• Other geekier stuff

• Excel, Google Sheets, my own custom software programs, etc.

https://finviz.com/
https://www.portfoliovisualizer.com/


WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?
DEMO THE TOOL AND IDEAS

• Getting a Basic Account (real quick)

• Sign in and go to a portfolio (or a few of them)

• Navigating around a simple portfolio 

• Views

• Different kinds of portfolios

• Customizing the views

• Getting data in (manual add, delete, import)

• Getting data out (export to excel, and an excel trick or two)

• Quick side trip to the library version



SINCE THEY ARE CHANGING THINGS THIS 
MORNING….


