
INVESTMENT FORUM AGENDA 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2023, 10:30AM 

We are meeting “hybrid,” in person in Tallwood TA-1 and by Zoom.  The 
Zoom meeting link and ID will be in the Daily Schedule, which will be 
forwarded by OLLI on Wednesday morning.   Whether you registered for 
on-line participation by Zoom or in-person, you are welcome to join us in 
person in TA-1.

We are meeting as a “club”this week, at 10:30AM, until the start of the Fall 
term on September 20.

Registration for the OLLI Fall Term began August 15.  Registration is open 
throughout the term  Please register for both the Investment Forum class 
(9/20 to 11/8) and the Investment Forum “club” sessions, which WILL begin 
on 11/15.  If you are not registered for an OLLI class or club, you will not 
receive the Daily Schedule which has Zoom links.

Markets.  
September is starting off like . . . September.  For the week, the DOW was 
down 0.8%; the S&P was down 1.3%; the NASDAQ was down 1.9%; and 
the Russell 2000 was down 3.6%.  But everything is sill up nicely YTD.  
Corporate profits, inflation and jobs’ numbers, and forecasts, remain good.  
And the R word has mostly disappeared.  

Topics this week. 

The week that was.  Your observations are welcome.  

Book reviews.   Ray Willson will give a review of a book ,  “The All-Weather 
Retirement Portfolio,” by Randy L. Thurman

Buys, Sells and Thinking Abouts.  Bob Baker will go over buys and sells 
and Thinking Abouts.  



DOW milestones sheet cake.  Remember those?  Forum old-timers do.    
For many years we celebrated 1000 point increases in the DOW with a 
sheet cake, provided by Ed Swoboda.  This tradition ended with the 
pandemic and we no longer met in person, and then Ed stopped attending 
the Forum.  The last sheet cake we had was December 9, 2018, with the 
DOW reaching 24,000.  This week, we will celebrate the DOW reaching 
34,000 with cupcakes (not a sheet cake) courtesy of Paul Howard.  So 
please join us in TA-1 for a sugar high after the session!

Future Topics

Cybersecurity.  Rick Bell will look at this important and growing industry, 
companies and funds (with some great ticker symbols) that hold those 
companies.  Date TBA.  

My Investor Journey.  On September 27, Sylvia Auton will talk about her 
evolution as an investor, and her book, “Grandma Sylvia’s Guide to the 
Stock Market:  Win the Great Game and Sleep Well at Night.”  

Healthcare sector.  Phillip Crooker (Tom’s son) will discuss the healthcare 
sector, risks and opportunities.  Date:  October 18.  Phillip is an attorney 
specializing in companies and actions by the Food and Drug 
Administration.  

Other

Investment Forum Website.  
The Investment Forum website may be accessed at https://olli.gmu.edu/, 
then pressing the “Clubs & Activities” link in the center of the OLLI home 
page, followed by the “Inve$tment Forum” link on the dropdown list.  Please 
contact Jim Coile, the Webmaster with any presentation contributions, 
article suggestion, or improvements by email,  ctj444@icloud.com  The 
website has current and past agendas and buy/sell lists and presentations.  

Al Smuzynski
Investment Forum Moderator
asmuzynski@verizon.net

Artificial Intelligence.  AI is all over the 
news, with broad implications for life 
on this planet, including markets and 
our investing decisions,  over the next 
years and decades.  Ray Willson will 
lead discussions (plural) on this over 
the next months.  



Buys, Sells, Thinking Abouts –w/e 09/08/23

FIXED INCOME BUYS:
• 5.350%  3 mo CD  (NC)  (Fidelity)  [X4]
• 5.440 – 5.490%  3 mo T-Bill  (Fidelity)  [X6]
• 5.700%  13 mo CD (callable after 6 mo)  (Schwab)  [X2]

NOTE ON THINKING ABOUTS:
• CFG, TFC: Considering selling regional banks.
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