
INVESTMENT FORUM AGENDA 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2024

TALLWOOD TA-1, 10:30AM

This is our last meeting in 2024!

We are meeting as a “club,” this week at 10:30AM.  We will not meet: 
December 18, December 25, or January 1.   We will again meet as a “club 
on January 8 and 15 at 10:30AM.  The first meeting of the Winter Term is 
January 22, at 11:50AM.  The Zoom meeting link and ID will be in the Daily 
Schedule, which will be forwarded by OLLI on Wednesday mornings. 
Regardless whether you registered for in-person or on-line by Zoom, you 
are welcome to join us in-person in Tallwood, TA-1. 

Registration for the Winter Term began December 3.  Be sure to register 
for the Forum, on-line or in-person, and for the Forum Winter “club” 
sessions.. 

Markets.   Another strong week.  While the DOW was down 0.6% (up 
18.5% YTD,) the S&P was up 1.0% (up 27.7% YTD,) the NASDAQ was up 
3.3% (up 32.3% YTD,) and the Russell 2000 was down 1.1% (up 19.8% 
YTD.)   What will the final weeks of 2024 bring?  The Santa Claus rally?  
The new jobs numbers for November were good, after low numbers in 
October from the hurricanes and Boeing layoffs.  A Goldilocks number - 
strong jobs’ growth but not so strong to derail another Fed rate cut.  And 
Bitcoin . . . up to $103,000 and up 125% YTD.  

Topics This Week.

The week that was.  Garrett Ruhl will  look at new and important economic 
numbers from the past two weeks, and upcoming economic releases.

Investment Forum 2025 predictions.   We will look at your predictions from 
the Zoom survey sent to you last week.  While the numbers you submitted 
are anonymous, we want to hear from you what you predicted and why.  

Buys, Sells, and Thinking Abouts.  Bob Baker will look at the buys and sells 
for the past several weeks.    



Future Topics

Crypto and Bitcoin.  David Toms will lead a discussion of crypto and 
Bitcoin, which he owns via an ETF.  If you own or are thinking about buying 
crypto and Bitcoin, please share your views.  

Other

Friends of OLLI.  Last reminder, this year. With yearend coming up, and the 
profits we have enjoyed in the stock market in 2024,  please consider OLLI 
in your charitable contributions.  OLLI is a 501(c)(3) and donations are tax 
deductible, or you can make a tax-advantaged Qualified Charitable 
Distribution from your retirement savings accounts.  Forum members have 
a long history of supporting OLLI this way, and we are well represented on 
the list of givers’ page in the OLLI catalogues.  

Condolences.  Long-time Forum member Sylvia Auton’s husband, Forrest, 
died last week.  Nobody is promised tomorrow.  

Investment Forum Website.  The Investment Forum website may be 
accessed at https://olli.gmu.edu/, then pressing the “Clubs & Activities” link 
in the center of the OLLI home page, followed by the “Inve$tment Forum” 
link on the dropdown list.  Please contact Jim Coile, the Webmaster with 
any presentation contributions, article suggestion, or improvements by 
email,  ctj444@icloud.com  The website has current and past agendas and 
buy/sell lists and presentations.  

Garrett Ruhl’s comments.  Garrett follows economic news closely and 
sends out articles and comments on significant economic news by email 
several times a week, to a distribution list.  You can get on his distribution 
list by contacting him at gairoak@aol.com.

Al Smuzynski
Investment Forum Moderator
asmuzynski@verizon.net

Artificial Intelligence.  AI is all over the 
news, with broad implications for life 
on this planet, including markets and 
our investing decisions,  over the next 
years and decades.  Ray Willson will 
lead discussions (plural) on this over 
the next months.  

ctj44
Text Box
.



BUY SELL

Janus Henderson AAA CLO ETF  (JAAA) ARK Fintech Innovation ETF   (ARKF)   [C]

Vanguard Growth Index Fund ETF   (VUG) Vanguard Int’l Growth Fund Adm  (VWILX)   [-]

Amazon.com, Inc.   (AMZN) Abercrombie & Fitch Co.   (ANF)   [-]

Navigator Holdings Ltd.   (NVGS)   [+] Ford Motor Co.   (F)   [C]

Schlumberger Ltd.   (SLB)   [+] Houlihan Lokey Inc.   (HLI)   [-]

Ares Capital Corp.   (ARCC) Novo Nordisk ADR   (NVO)   [-]

Nvidia Corp.    (NVDA)   [+] Applovin Corp.   (APP)   [-]

Dominion Energy Inc.   (D)   [+] Dell Technologies, Inc.   (DELL) [C]

Intel Corp.   (INTC)   [C]

THINKING ABOUT

AES Corp.   (AES)

Buy, Sell, Thinking About: w/e 12/06/24

3FA:  Financial Advisor Trade               [+]  Add              [X2]  Two Buys               [-]  Trim              [C]  Close
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